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Dear_____________,
I am writing to call your attention to the sale of fruits and vegetables produced with the ozone layer-destroying chemical, methyl bromide at _________________stores.  As a supporter of The Environmental Investigation Agency and a customer of ____________, I urge your company to protect the health of humans and the environment by ensuring that your supermarket only sells fruits and vegetables, such as strawberries, tomatoes, peppers, melons and cucumbers, grown without methyl bromide. 

I am deeply concerned about the condition of the ozone layer and the continued use of this pesticide.  Because of its damaging effect on the global ozone layer, the international community agreed to stop the use of methyl bromide as an agricultural fumigant by January 2005, with only very limited exceptions. Despite having 13 years to phase out methyl bromide, some sectors of the fruit and vegetable industry continue to use excessive quantities of this destructive chemical.   

The ozone layer is currently in its most vulnerable state and skin cancer is increasing among people. Since its discovery, the ozone hole over Antarctica has generally grown larger and lasted longer each year, and in recent years has exceeded the size of North America.  The 2005 ozone hole was one of the deepest and largest ever recorded, nearly equaling the all-time record set in 2000.

In the United States, skin cancer rates are increasing each year and melanoma incidence in children has more than doubled in the last two decades. In 2005, the Mayo Clinic published a study revealing that the incidence of non-melanoma skin cancers in young adults has increased significantly in the last three decades, specifically citing ozone depletion as a factor in the increase. 

There are many ozone-safe, economically viable alternatives to methyl bromide available and already in use in U.S. agriculture. For example, one of the largest methyl bromide users is the California strawberry industry, yet over one-third of California’s strawberry acreage is methyl bromide free.  I would like to see ___________ support ozone layer-safe agriculture by stopping the sale of fruits and vegetables grown with methyl bromide.  Thank you for considering this letter.
Yours sincerely,
