B AR AR
=k R BRAR

W LR X 2-5-11 R EfE 5 B

HHEAN 2EAMHGESS
=k WA BERER

W ER TN H XK HET 2-4-3 K HETE L 6 [

2011412 A 15 A

< L =37 ZIREE & T D EERAM R FTRE TRWAM OHEIZ OV T

Fex TRLCEA LKL, v b —3 7 ZRREE & 3 2 EE R AR OFRHGE ATRE T2 WA DH
BICBWTHARBENEZ L W AEREICHOWT, BazHEo CWnEd, o, AARMEICK
MEREZEHLTCWDIT LYV - =AY 754 F =2 — B80T, B b REE
KEATANGFIET D VWD Z L 2R LTeEDIERICOWTEMKRDOERZME L=< 2D
EEED FT,

LUy =g~ L= T OV T U 7B DR ROAMEETHY . $1200 5
NI B = hT=bartyva B REA L THWET, 2009 FIEEORHEMKT — A YA k-
A VRAT 77— 3 IR T D) AHIC B TIT - - B & A EG oiric T, 3
LV OFEFEL L TENARN TERERMTONTWE Lz, EEREEONET, avty
va VBN ITERZ b O, 3ty va Y NORIEZ EFEHRT IR DT 7= =
IZBW T Thb o, REFEN G 72 LIiTh b0, HllRE i U7 (58, [ rT6E
PR E ST IRWARRIRFE SN TV DR &, ZIITIEY £9, £72 2008 FFiZiE~ L
— T DEERN, Vo0 A0V T U 7B DIRERMEDEEIT A DOFEHLE RO TV ET,
THICED . Y 2 —BOEETEE 7 a— L OBREEE ST, VLAY L AE~OBE B
FEILE L7, ZAUTOWTIEIRM OBERHZHEEFED A DY 7 R3H 0 EFTOTIELES
|



HEOITONITZa vy v a BT HMPEETANHONTHHIZHLEDLLT, b
DHFEMRNLHTL A2AKITY T U 7 MNEFOFHe =1L vy A S, BARBERNS
EHEORITHB SNV AT DL E TEEEOIEA SN b LI TWET,

AL, EEEE MR S - AT A7E 72 Samling Plywood (Miri) £t & Samling Plywood
(Baramas)fb&x &, AU HEDOH T T T M E DKL NER DR KOBENFETT, S 5HIT,
2010 HEZ T — AW A N RIT o T BLHFRHA CTlX. Samling Plywood (Baramas) L i I T35 T A
SNAOAMITT R T L= TEOEHM TH Y | 1T B OEERE N FE S -2
YRy varinbDbDRE LD THET, AARBEITEEREDORZ T [HET) 2 -
TWDITHIZOVTERFE L TWRnort LlER A, HEORKRIZFEHOLEICE LD TH
DETL. /AT 2 —BIFOFESIE T a— " LOGEEBESOIER LT HEEOREL A B
MATIR D Z e BRI LET, 2D OFARIRIL 2009 4L 2010 DO D TT A, .4
AEDATENR F LR E Do E WO A RIKEILDH U A,

WEEL LT, AARITEEMOEEAMB L OS2 2810+ A IERE RSS2 T A Y AT
—nyNIZENELESTWET, F72, 7THFEANCGSHEEDO I LA —T N ATOaI v b AV
NEBEOLDIZTH LN JRTHMEICHENEZ E > TVET, Zhix, [ZREFNoEICE
W EBEM OB Z LT 5720078 #Hb, L) aIy hAY N TLE, RiLD#EY
VIR FxH L NG AOMEOFEIC IAUE, BARITFHEOR G L Ir o7 5 E,

RIEOSHL L WD) B W TR FIC T v 73 b TnWEd, AROAMFE#HX, 20
WA, i & HITEEARM G OWEE 20 IZIT 0 TiEd v 8 A,

Fxlx, BAAMBABSOSBREICKL, YAV Y - ZTu— ULt EL0ar 2y va
CINICEB T DIERA~OER AN ZEAT 5 Z N TEX 5 £ TlE, FfELEDEAZEEZ 5 X9
KOFET, Fo, EFURICRIL, BEEWH L. BADEEMIZH L TREERN WL S, #E
EM ORGERB 22T DB L8172 T 2 — - T4 VP2 ALY, KRR AR
FHZ EERDET,

B4 MR Environmental Investigation Agency

X ¥ o ~—4¥  Andrealohnson

fE£FT (address) : PO Box 53343, Washington DC 20010
Ban (tel) : +1.202.483.6621

A —)b : andreajohnson@eia-global.org



BN

Environmental Investigation Agency (US & UK)
Climate Justice Programme (Australia)
Forests of the World (Denmark)

Friends of the Earth US

Global Witness (UK)

Humane Society International (Australia)
Rainforest Action Network (US and Japan)
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Mr. Toshihito Tanba, Chairman
Japan Lumber Importers’ Association
5th flr. Mokuzai Kaikan, 2-5-11,
Hukagawa, Koto-ku, Tokyo

Mr. Hideo Namiki, Chairman

Japan Federation of Wood-Industry Associations
6th flr. Nagatacho Building, 2-4-3,

Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo

15 December 2011
Dear sirs,

We, the undersigned organizations, are concerned about the role that Japanese companies are playing
in the consumption of illegal and unsustainable wood from Malaysia’s forests. We would like to bring
your attention to recent evidence demonstrating pervasive illegal logging practices in the supply chain of
Samling Global, a major supplier of timber to Japanese companies.

Samling Global is the largest timber company in Sarawak, Malaysian Borneo, where it controls logging
concessions that cover almost two million hectares. Field research and satellite image analysis
conducted by Earthsight Investigations in 2009 in the Baram River basin in Miri division found that
Samling’s operations were illegally logging in a National Park, outside concession boundaries and in
prohibited steep slope and riverine buffer areas within concessions; logging without Environmental
Impact Assessments; clearing forest in excess of limits, and logging undersize and protected trees. In
2008 the Malaysian Auditor-General also found evidence of illegalities in Samling concessions in
Sarawak. This evidence was sufficient for Ethical Council of the Norwegian government’s Pension Fund
Global to divest from the company, and your attention is directed to the findings of that report.

Despite the apparently systematic nature of the illegal activity in the concessions where research was
conducted, the logs that leave these forests are typically “legalized” by Sarawak government
procedures, and recognized by the Japanese government as “legality verified” under systems developed
between the two countries.

Japanese companies are the largest buyers of Samling’s Sarawak logs and plywood, including from the
two facilities — Samling Plywood (Miri) and Samling Plywood (Baramas) — located in the river basin
where illegal logging practices were documented. Additional Earthsight field research in December 2010
confirmed that all timber used by the Samling Plywood Baramas mill was Malaysian tropical hardwoods,
and almost all came from the concessions upstream where illegalities have been identified. Japanese
companies may not be aware of the activities occurring “behind” the stamp of legality. We therefore
encourage you to read the enclosed summary of investigative findings as well as the full report on
Samling produced by the Norwegian Ethical Council. While these findings are from 2009 and 2010, there
is no clear indication that Samling’s practices have changed since then.



As a country, Japan has fallen behind its market equals. Both the U.S. and Europe have recently
introduced laws prohibiting trade in illegally-sourced timber and wood products, and Australia is now
following suit. Japan currently lags behind its fellow G-8 nations in fulfilling its commitment — made over
seven years ago at the Gleneagles summit — to act “in our own countries” to take measures to prevent
trade inillegal wood. In a recent independent assessment by the think-tank Chatham House, Japan was
ranked last of five consumer countries in its efforts to tackle the problem. Neither the content nor
implementation of Japan’s public procurement policy for wood products is strong enough to prevent
consumption of illegally-sourced wood products.

We call upon the members companies of your Associations to cease sourcing from Samling Global until
the company is able to independently demonstrate legal compliance in its concessions. We also call
upon the member companies of the Associations to work with the Japanese government to develop and
pass stronger measures to close Japan’s doors to illegal timber, through regulatory policy that prohibits
commerce in illegally sourced wood and promotes strong due diligence practices.

Respectfully,

Environmental Investigation Agency (US & UK)
Climate Justice Programme (Australia)
Forests of the World (Denmark)

Friends of the Earth US

Global Witness (UK)

Humane Society International (Australia)
Rainforest Action Network (US and Japan)
Rainforest Foundation Norway

Friends of the Earth Japan

Greenpeace Japan

Japan Tropical Forest Action Network

The Sloth Club (Japan)

HUTAN Group (Japan)

Sarawak Campaign Committee (Japan)

Cc:

Japan Plywood Manufacturers’ Association

Japan Plywood Wholesalers Association

Japan Laminated Wood Products Association

Japan Office and Institutional Furniture Association

Japan Federation of Fancy Veneer and Plywood Manufacturers Association (ZENTENREN)
International Development Association of the Furniture Industry of Japan

Director General, Forestry Agency of Japan

Trade Promotion Office, Wood Utilization Division, Forestry Agency of Japan



Environment and Economy Division, Environmental Policy Bureau, Ministry of Environment Japan
Global Environment Division, Japan Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism

Paper Industry, Consumer and Recreational Goods Division, Manufacturing Industry Bureau, METI

Assistant Trade Representative for Environment and Natural Resources, Office of the US Trade
Representative

Forest Chief, Ecology and Natural Resources Conservation Office, Oceans, Environment and Science
Bureau, US Dept of State

Forest Governance and Trade Programme Facilitator, Department for International Development, UK

Embassy of Japan in the United States

Mission of Japan to the European Union



