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MAJOR USILLEGAL LOGGING LAW ENTERS NEW ENFORCEMENT PHASE
Additional HTS Headings Require Plant Product Declaration Form at Border

Washington DC — It has been five months since the official bagig of the declaration
requirement phase-in for plant and plant produntieuthe amended US Lacey Act.
USDA'’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Servia®HIS) now requires importers of
certain wood products including logs and veneaeiare the value, volume, scientific
name, and country of harvest origin of the woodamsttuents.

This declaration form, also known as PPQ 505,adtecal element of the 2008
amendments to the US Lacey Act, the world’s filest lon the import, export or trade in
illegally sourced wood and plant products. “Ttensparency that these declarations
bring will help global efforts to clean up the fetesector and protect forests around the
world from the epidemic of illegal logging,” saysécutive Director of Environmental
Investigation Agency, Alexander von Bismarck.

The Federal Register announced on September 2themanges to the declaration
phase-in schedule. Phase Il has been in effex $itay 1, 2009 and includes logs, sawn
timber, flooring, stakes, veneers, molding and taoidles, among other things. Phase
I, now in effect as of October 1, includes wodtarcoal, veneered panels, wooden
frames, tableware, kitchenware and marquetry, ¢askel statuettes.

As implementation of the declaration phase-in roll$, other products such as musical
instruments, furniture, pistols and umbrellas,drwample, will also require a declaration
form. APHIS made clear in the federal registenattwhile enforcement of the
declaration requirement is being phased in, therdthcey Act amendments are already
effective, and actions to enforce provisions of Alee other than the declaration
requirement may be taken at any time.”

Importers of products not yet on the declaratioagghin schedule should still be doing
all they can to eliminate illegal wood from theipply chains and ask the right questions
of their suppliers. “Our investigations in the fidlave found that increased scrutiny from
buyers in the US has caused even the most infdrmbér exporters to pay attention to
guestions of legality, which is a great step towadping the world’s forests standing,”
says investigator Adam Khedouri of EIA.

The US had previously announced that the LaceydAclaration requirement would be
phased in over a period of two years which begaNan 1°
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